Land Management Plans of Potential Interest to CNPS (September 7, 2006)

REGULATORY PLANS
	Type of Plan
	Lead Agency
	Description
	Life Cycle of Plan

	General Plan (county or city)
	Specific city or county
	State law requires that each city or county adopt a general plan for their ongoing development.  Such plans must address certain elements including conservation of natural resources.  (http://www.opr.ca.gov/planning/PDFs/General_Plan_Guidelines_2003.pdf)
	See Planner’s Book of Lists for the dates various plans and elements have been adopted. (http://www.calpin.ca.gov/archives/default.asp) 

	Forest Plan (National Forest)
	Specific national forest or the Forest Service Regional Office if several plans are addressed at once
	A plan developed for each National Forest describing in general terms the locations and guidelines under which certain types of uses or projects can take place.  Regulations governing forest planning are located at: (http://www.fs.fed.us/im/directives/).  For information about specific national forests, go directly to their websites which are listed at: http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/forest-offices.html
	Meant to be revised every 10-15 years.  Revisions have not yet occurred in California national forests.  The Forest Service has recently notified the public their intent to revise the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit and Sequoia National Forest plans in the near future.  

	BLM resource management plan
	Each Bureau of Land Management (BLM) management area
	BLM’s 162 resource management plans form the basis for every action and approved use on the public lands, including 262 million acres of surface lands and 700 million acres of mineral estate.  (http://www.blm.gov/ca/pa/planning/landuseplanning.html)
	Variable

	Natural Communities Conservation Plan (NCCP)
	Generally, a city or county; several cities or counties could complete one together
	The primary objective of the NCCP program is to conserve natural communities at the ecosystem scale while accommodating compatible land use. The program seeks to anticipate and prevent the controversies and gridlock caused by species' listings by focusing on the long-term stability of wildlife and plant communities and including key interests in the process.  (http://www.dfg.ca.gov/nccp/)
	Term of plan can be 50 or more years.

	Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)
	Private individual, one to many developers, a city or county
	This is a plan for federally listed species that is intended to offset the harmful effects that a proposed activity might have on the species.  For listed plants, the activity in question must be linked to a decision or action to be taken by the federal government.  (http://www.fws.gov/Endangered/hcp/index.html)
	Term of plan can be 50 or more years.

	Timber harvest plan (THP)
	Individual land owner or a group of land owners
	The California Forest Practice Act (CFPA) and Rules (CFPR) govern the management of commercial timber lands in California.  The preparation of a THP (or the granting of an exemption from the THP) is required when commercial timber is cut and sold from private or state lands.  The plans are considered a functional equivalent of environmental documents and review process required under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  (http://www.fire.ca.gov/php/rsrc-mgt_forestpractice.php)  
	3 years with possibility for 2 extensions of time.


REGULATORY PLANS (CONTINUED)

	Type of Plan
	Lead Agency
	Description
	Life Cycle of Plan

	Other timber management plans for private land
	Individual land owner or a group of land owners
	The CFPR allows for several other types of plans which result in a permit to remove and sell commercial timber.  These plans are larger scale and are designed to address the needs of various land owners (e.g. non-industrial timber land owners or a collection of land owners)  (http://www.fire.ca.gov/php/rsrc-mgt_forestpractice.php)
	Variable and may be of long duration (e.g. 50 years).


NON-REGULATORY PLANS

	Type of Plan
	Lead Agency
	Description
	Life Cycle of Plan

	Recovery plan for federally listed species
	US Fish and Wildlife Service
	The Federal Endangered Species Act mandates the preparation of recovery plans for listed species unless such a plan would not contribute to their conservation.  Recovery plans detail the actions necessary to achieve self-sustaining, wild populations of listed species so they will no longer require protection under the Endangered Species Act.  A recovery plan is an advisory document.  ( http://www.fws.gov/endangered/recovery/index.html#plans)
	No set time frame or planning cycle.

	Voluntary conservation strategy
	Land trust or other conservation group
	A voluntary plan that sets priorities for land conservation and stewardship. 
	Depends on the goals and interests of the conservation organization.

	Conceptual Area Protection Plan (CAPP)
	Wildlife Conservation Board and California Department of Fish and Game
	The WCB acquires real property or rights in real property on behalf of the Department of Fish and Game and can also grant funds to other governmental entities or nonprofit organizations to acquire real property or rights in real property.  A significant amount of the recent bond money for habitat protection has been administered through the WCB.  A CAPP is a planning document that is used to support acquisitions.  Each DFG region develops plans relevant to their area.  (http://www.wcb.ca.gov/Pages/land_acquisition_program.htm)
	No set time frame or planning cycle.

	State Conservancy Conservation Plan or Strategic Plan
	Specific to each of the 9 state conservancies
	The nine state conservancies in California have been established by law and generally have set priorities and strategies for land protection and conservation.  See each conservancy for details for that particular region.  (http://www.resources.ca.gov/conservancies.html)
	No set time frame or cycle


