Internet Resources on General and Regional Planning


General Plans (GPs)
CNPS - A Quick Guide to The General Plan

A CNPS General Plan conservation primer with particular emphasis on open space which is the GP element under which saving land for habitat is addresses. (Chipping 2002) http://www.cnps.org/programs/conservation/files/GPGUIDE.pdf
Putting Action into the Open Space Element

According to state law, every local open space plan must have an "action program." An action program identifies specific techniques which a local government intends to pursue in implementing its open space element. Lists a variety of action measures. (OPR 1997)  
http://ceres.ca.gov/planning/open_space/open_space.html
California Planning Guide: An Introduction to Planning in California

A layperson's introduction to the mysterious world of planning. The general plan, zoning, land subdivision, and CEQA are among the topics discussed. Good glossary of planning terms. (OPR 2005)

http://www.opr.ca.gov/planning/PDFs/California_Planning_Guide_2005.pdf

General Plan Guidelines 
This is the state's official document interpreting and explaining the legal requirements for general plans. It has a good overview of planning theory, practice and land use law for planners and citizens. (OPR 2003)
http://www.opr.ca.gov/planning/PDFs/General_Plan_Guidelines_2003.pdf 

California Land Use Planning Information Network (LUPIN)

Land use plans and planning information for all counties in California. Some city general plans are also available through this portal.  The site also contains links to a wealth of additional information and data. http://ceres.ca.gov/planning/
LAFCOs, COGs and LTs
Local Agency Formation Commissions (LAFCOs)
LAFCOs are state mandated land use agencies directed to promote orderly growth and development, discourage urban sprawl while preserving open space and agricultural lands, and encourage efficient service areas for local governments. 
http://www.calafco.org/directory.htm
Council of Governments (COGs)
COGs are associations of local governments (cities and counties) generally focused on transportation planning and funding. Transportation blueprints literally drive regional growth patterns and are often developed in advance of general plans and LAFCO actions. Some COGs are also discussing developing “greenprints” for open space.  
http://www.calcog.org/CALCOG%20members.htm
Land Trusts (LTs)
Local, regional and state land trusts usually create visioning maps of what they think should be conserved as open space or habitat. Their influence on local planning can be significant. They, in turn, can be highly influenced by local constituencies such as farmers or developers.  
http://www.ltanet.org/findlandtrust/
Organizations

Point Reyes Bird Observatory – Conservation Science

PRBO has developed conservation plans for a number of habitat types and species.  http://www.prbo.org/cms/index.php
Conservation Biology Institute

CBI has developed a number of different regional conservation assessments.  

http://www.consbio.org/
Conservation Planning (NCCPs/HCPs)
CNPS – Regional Conservation Planning

A brief overview of conservation planning with an extensive collection of links to additional information, published reports, pertinent laws, and current regional conservation planning projects.
http://www.cnps.org/programs/conservation/NCCP-HCPs.htm

Regional Conservation Planning in California: A Guide 

This guide by the Institute of Ecological Health gives an excellent overview of regional conservation planning. Covers all the pertinent laws and concepts in an easy to read format. (Hopkins 2004)

http://www.cnps.org/programs/conservation/files/CPGUIDE.pdf

CNPS Manual on the HCP-NCCP Process 

An excellent overview of the federal HCP process and statutes.  However, the manual contains outdated information on the state NCCPs. Please use the guide listed above to better understand the NCCP process and statutes. (1999)  
http://www.cnps.org/archives/handbooks/hcp-nccp.pdf
Natural Communities and Vegetation – Their Importance in Conservation Plans

Vegetation is often considered to be the best single surrogate for habitat and ecosystems. This PowerPoint presentation is an excellent overview of why you need to have consistent, accurate and detailed vegetation maps to support conservation planning.  
http://www.cnps.org/programs/vegetation/NaturalCommunitiesInConservationPlans.htm

Vegetation Classification and Mapping Program (VegCAMP)

VegCAMP works with many branches of local and state-wide agencies and organizations involved in vegetation mapping efforts to help ensure the best, most effective methods to accomplish such work.
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/whdab/html/vegcamp.html

Data, Maps and Aerial Photography

CNPS – Online Inventory  http://www.cnps.org/inventory/
CNDDB – Quick Viewer

An online utility that allows you to obtain a list of special-status plants and animals by quad and county. This tool is useful because it also contains a list of species that might be in the data entry “backlog”. 

http://www.dfg.ca.gov/whdab/html/quick_viewer_launch.html

CNDDB – RareFind 3

Database of specific location information for special-status species tracked by the Natural Diversity Database. Can be used as a stand-alone research tool or linked with GIS software such as ArcExplorer. CNPS chapters receive this software free through an agreement with the Department of Fish and Game. 
ArcExplorer GIS Data Viewer

Planners use global information system software to produce data layers and maps. Rather than just getting hard copies, you can explore the data system that makes up the maps using a free viewer available from ESRI.  

http://www.esri.com/software/arcexplorer/

California Spatial Information Library (CaSIL)

A one-stop shopping place for geospatial data and imagery, nearly all of which can be viewed in ArcExplorer. You can download quad maps, high resolution aerial photography, soils maps, hydrology maps, general vegetation maps, landsat images, census information, etc. While the interface is a bit clunky, there is a users guide available at http://casil.ucdavis.edu/casil/users-guide.pdf.  
http://gis.ca.gov/data.epl
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