The title—Revised proposed policy on NATIVE PLANTS AND FIRE SAFETY 30 Nov. 2009
The policy
Statement:  The California Native Plant Society is opposed to the unnecessary destruction of thousands of acres of California’s native plant heritage for intended wildfire fuel management.
Intent    To provide the guidance and the imperative for CNPS to persuade agencies and insurers to use effective fire-safe practices that maximize the health of native plants and habitats, while still protecting citizens, firefighters, and property.   
Supporting materials
Rationale  

As residential structures are increasingly situated in or adjacent to exceptionally fire-prone environments, the number of ignition and fire-carrying sources continues to increase.  The problem is worsened by past fire-management practices that have been ineffective or counterproductive, and that also severely impact native plants.  For examples:

-  In some areas, especially shrublands, shortened fire-return cycles have converted native plant communities into invasive non-native grasslands, which in turn provide faster burning fuels and contain very little habitat value.  
-  In certain forested areas, fire-suppression has caused a lengthened fire-return cycle, which can allow an accumulation of dead material and an increased likelihood of high-intensity fires. This modification of natural cycles has led to increased costs and damage to native vegetation, property and people.
Scientifically unsupported requirements by agencies and insurance companies have directed excessive and pointless fuel-removal practices that do serious damage to native plants.  

There are scientifically-supported and proven fuel-management practices that minimize the fire threat, and that do not devastate native plants.  
Implementation
The California Native Plant Society supports:

· Fuel management plans that minimize the risk to human life and property while maximizing protection of native plants and their habitats. These plans should be locally-adapted, scientifically-supported, and account for all combustible materials, including building materials, ornamental vegetation, and adjacent plant communities.

· Building codes and ordinances that require structures in high fire risk areas to be situated, constructed, retrofitted, and maintained using materials and practices that minimize the ignition and spread of fire.

· The creation of laws, regulations and land use policies that discourage new development in areas of highest fire danger.

There are many different fire environments and property-development settings throughout the state.  Specific guidelines for implementation, supported by current fire science, will be developed to fit the particular fire environment and property-development patterns of a given area.  Those detailed guidelines will be supplemental to this policy, and can be created, modified, or removed by approval of the Chapter Council.
Considerations 
Fiscal:  Since CNPS will not be implementing, only advocating, fuel management and other fire-safe practices, there should be only minimal costs for developing implementation guidelines.
Legal:  Since CNPS will not be the entity actually applying the suggested guidelines, but only suggesting them to the responsible agencies, it should not incur legal liability for any damage attributable to the recommended fire-safe practices.

Note!...the above “considerations” are only the initial statements in order to help focus the discussion. They have not been vetted by any financial or legal expert.







