CNPS Chapter Council Meeting, June 2009

Notes from Conservation Session

Greg: How do we want to spend the session?

Vern and others: Talk about current projects / updates.

Greg: CNPS is working on;

1. renewable energy, part of coalition of groups in desert

2. TANC (Transmission Agency of Northern CA)

3. issues with THPs that ignore recommendations by DFG to survey List 2 plants. Working with Jen Kalt and Nick Jensen

4. Jen Kalt and Vivian Parker are keeping watch for any more examples of this (currently 2 THPs in Siskiyou region). Cal Fire is lead agency on these.

5. Fire and fuels management is on the desk, but not addressed yet

6. CNPS policy review and revisions are also on the radar

7. EBCNPS published a "green paper" for vegetation and fire management in the East Bay Regional Park District that addresses veg management in a holistic, site-specific manner. EBCNPS is campaigning the green paper to the EBRPD.

Joan: John Keely has a management guidelines out that talks about fire regions.

Betsey: Fire mgmt plans must be region specific. What works in norcal doesn't work in socal.

Joan: Keely's book looks at fire in the context of regions.

Brian Leneve: How will Greg address supporting chapters who need help with various projects?

Joan: We've tried quarterly calls in the past and they don't work. Chapters are too involved in their own things.

Greg: has met with Vern and talked about developing a communication infrastructure.

Allison: Don't abandon the idea of quarterly calls.

Betsey: Ask chapters what issues are important and develop an agenda.

Greg: Also working on revision of Forest management Plans. Sierra national forests are currently being revised and CNPS has joined  a coalition to participate in this process. Led by Sierra Forest Legacy.

Joan: MSAs - mediated settlement agreements.

Issues Important to chapters (statewide)

Brian: OHV issues. Lack of regulations and enforcement; illegal, unregistered use is a problem

Steve Mclaughlin: process for EIRs? At what point does the state get involved?

David Magney: filter support by 

1. Statewide importance

2. when local chapters can't address the challenge

Greg: All letter of comment should be cc'd to state office

Don Mayall: suggested copying state on all chapter correspondences

Lauren: some chapters can't comment because they don't have resources. What should they do in the future?

Betsey: sometimes get stuff from the state office too late. Ask Anna to email prior to mailing chapter conservation notices.

How rare plants are treated under CEQA and Forestry
Vern's presentation

Next meeting:

Ellen Eddleson

Jena Lathrop (Mt. Lassen)

Bart O'Brian - care and maintenance of native plants; Gardening with native grasses




