A short report of the meeting on 08 March 2008 of the CNPS Program Policy Committee
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Gardens
Attending the Program Policy Committee (PPC) meeting were: PPC members Cate Barrows, Betsey Landis, Jim Bishop, and guests Carol Witham, Celia Kutcher, Allison Schilling, Lauren Brown, Gabi McLean, Carolyn Longstreth, and Vern Goering

The following topics were discussed (in no particular order), and the indicated actions taken or conclusions reached.

1.  There is a need to revise the policy adoption process and policy format.  The PPC will work on that.

2.  There is a need to update existing policies.  The updating process will be the same as the adoption process, with a sponsor working with the PPC to bring the revised policy to the Chapter Council for their consideration.  Carol Witham noted the existence of a list made 5 years ago of the policies needing updating.  She will work with Jim Bishop to make the list available.  

    Vince Scheidt will sponsor the revision of the “Policy That CNPS Focuses on Plants”.  I think one other policy was proposed for updating, but I forget which policy and who volunteered to be the sponsor.

3.  It was suggested that there be a set of what amount to “policy abstracts” available to the media and the public on the CNPS website, that concisely state the policy without all the other materials.

4.  It was suggested that we need a policy on fire-safe practices that aims at sensible vegetation clearing requirements.  Vern pointed out that there is no time for policy development, because the legislature is right now considering legislation on this topic.  It was agreed that the only practical thing to do is to continue the conversation between Vern and several members who are informed on that subject, and to let the Legislative Committee be the focus of the current effort to influence the legislature.

5.  The most recent changes in the text of the Herbicide Policy were discussed and clarified, and members not yet familiar with the changes that Larry Levine had crafted since the morning discussion were encouraged to meet with Larry to see the current wording of the text. 

6.  Lauren Brown volunteered to be a member of the PPC.  Thank you Lauren!

Respectfully submitted, from memory, Jim Bishop, Policy Committee Chairperson.  

